Update on endogenous inhibitors of angiogenesis.
Angiogenesis is regulated by a local balance between the levels of endogenous stimulators and inhibitors of angiogenesis. Understanding of the mechanism of angiogenesis has advanced significantly since the discovery of two members of the family of angiogenesis stimulators, i.e., vascular endothelial growth factor family proteins and angiopoietins. These factors act on endothelial cells to stimulate angiogenesis. In contrast, most of angiogenesis inhibitors do not seem to have such characteristics. Very few genes encoding molecules that selectively inhibit angiogenesis have been discovered. This review will focus on our current understanding of endogenous inhibitors of angiogenesis.